
Standard time is measured by atomic clocks, providing a technical 
basis for global transactions independent of the environment in 
which we live. Rivers o�er an alternative. Monitoring their natural 
flow makes us more attentive to ground conditions. Spanning deep 
time and changing with the seasons, they’re a meaningful source of 
ecological wisdom – today and tomorrow. 

Alaska River Time...

...is a project of the Anchorage Museum 
and its SEED Lab. It is part of a series of 
public artworks that examine future + 
climate and connections to the natural 
world through art and design. 

Alaska River Time... 

...engages a network of glacial and spring 
rivers to regulate a new kind of clock, which 
speeds up and slows down with the waters. 
The clock can be used to recalibrate all 
aspects of life from work schedules to 
personal relationships. 

River Time...

... is applicable locally and globally, a new standard 
of ground truth that will be increasingly relevant as 
we reinforce and reimagine our relationships with 
the natural world. 

River Time...

...is a creative work by Jonathon Keats. 
Keats is an experimental philosopher, artist 
and writer. He creates conceptually driven 
interdisciplinary art projects that pose 
questions about the Universe. 
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